
DrumMachines in Rave Culture

Question

In rave culture, drummachines called 303 and 808 and 909 gave these numbers a
special significance. Tell me about them? Which was first? Which is most famous?

Answer

In rave culture, the Roland TB-303, TR-808, and TR-909 are iconic machines that
shaped electronic music, particularly acid house, techno, and house. Their model
numbers—303, 808, and 909—are legendary in the scene.

Roland TB-303 Bass Line (1981)

A bass synthesizer, not a drum machine, known for its squelchy, resonant sound.
Initially a flop, it was rediscovered by Chicago house producers, defining acid
house with tracks like Phuture’s “Acid Tracks” (1987). Its sliding basslines are a
rave staple.

Roland TR-808 Rhythm Composer (1980)

An analog drum machine with a booming kick, sharp snares, and crisp claps. Its
warm, punchy sounds fueled hip-hop, electro, house, and techno, making it a
cornerstone of rave rhythms.

Roland TR-909 Rhythm Composer (1983)

A hybrid analog-digital drum machine with a punchy kick and crisp hi-hats. It be-
came the go-to for techno and house, driving the relentless beats of 1990s raves.

Which Was First?

The TR-808 (1980) came first, followed by the TB-303 (1981) and TR-909 (1983).

Which Is Most Famous?

The TR-808 is the most famous due to its universal influence across hip-hop, pop,
trap, and ravemusic. Its kick and clap are iconic, referenced in songs and slang. In
rave culture, the TB-303 is huge for acid house, and the TR-909 is key for techno,
but the 808’s broad impact makes it the most recognized.
Thesenumbers symbolize theDIY spirit of rave culture, with eachmachine’s unique
sound shaping subgenres and inspiring countless tracks.

1


